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A MESSAGE FROM POCONO HEALTH FOUNDATION

As you read the stories of our grateful patients and benefac-
tors featured in our 2013–2014 Annual Giving report, you will 
be introduced to the new theme of Pocono Health Foundation 
(PHF) — “Giving Results.” Through a generous philanthropic 
commitment to PHF, the results of our donors’ support have  
benefited the care and programs delivered to our patients at 
Pocono Medical Center (PMC). With the recent successful completion and surpassing 
of our $26 million capital campaign goal for the new Dale & Frances Hughes Cancer 
Center, individuals diagnosed with cancer have been given the gift of hope in the  
battle with their disease. The generous gifts of our donors have given the gift of hope 
to our friends, family members, and community to ensure the delivery of quality,  
compassionate care close to home.

PMC is committed to meeting the growing needs of our diverse community.  
Our physicians and caregivers are proud to provide patient care using the most cut-
ting-edge medicine available today. With the rebirth of our Cancer Center, services 
in surgical oncology, medical oncology, breast care, and radiation oncology have been 
expanded so comprehensively that they now rival those that were previously available 
only at major academic medical centers. This allows us to deliver results that also are 
on par with or exceed those of much larger institutions without sacrificing the personal 
touch that patients treated at our community hospital have treasured for many years.

The dedication of our donors to designate PHF as the recipient of their generous 
philanthropy is acknowledged with heartfelt thanks from our Pocono Health Founda-
tion Board and the entire PMC family. We are proud to say that the impact of giving 
has resulted in our ability to share the personal stories in this report. 

With gratitude,
Charles K. Herman, M.D. 
Chairman, Board of Directors
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In 1915, Pocono Medical Center, or as it was then called, The General Hospital, 
was established on East Stroudsburg’s Courtland Street through fundraising by the 
women’s Auxiliary, now called the Auxiliary of the Pocono Medical Center. 

Twelve years later, The General Hospital moved to the Roop property where the 
Pocono Medical Center now resides on East Brown Street. There, it continued to  
grow along with its community, tripling its bed capacity between 1930 and 1965. 

In 1976, the name of the hospital changed to Pocono Hospital to reflect an  
expanded service area that now reached outside Monroe County into portions of  
Pike and Northampton counties, as well as Northwestern New Jersey. The name was 
then adjusted to Pocono Medical Center in 1988.

Regardless of where the hospital’s sign stood or how it read, the Pocono Medical 
Center has been serving this community for almost a century. That’s why next year, as 
the PMC family celebrates its 100th anniversary, the Pocono Health Foundation will 
introduce new giving opportunities through the recently established 1915 Fund.

Tying back to PMC’s history of addressing the growing healthcare demands of our 
community, the 1915 Fund will provide unrestricted gift support to the areas of PMC’s 
patient care with the greatest need.

If you’d like to be part of PMC’s next century of dedicated and compassionate care, 
please contact the Pocono Health Foundation for more information.

99 years AND COUNTING

The Roop Property



3

It results in hope, it results in second chances, and it 

results in what matters most in life for you, your family, 

your friends, and your neighbors.

This Annual Giving report is more than a collection  

of giving results and more than a list of the facilities and  

equipment bought with this year’s philanthropic dollars. 

That’s because at the Pocono Health Foundation, we  

believe that our donors’ giving moves and breathes,  

serving as the active force behind the lives changed and 

the lives saved at Pocono Medical Center.

givingIn short, we believe your
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From the beginning, Pocono  
Medical Center has existed to serve  
its community. So when cancer became 
the leading cause of death in Monroe 
County six years ago and the number 
of local cancer patients grew to exceed 
the capacity of PMC’s original Hughes 
Cancer Center, PMC knew it was  
time to grow with our community’s 
needs.

To provide the support needed for 
such a project, the Pocono Health 
Foundation turned to William B.  
Cramer, Esq. and his cabinet to direct 
the capital campaign for the new,  
state-of-the-art Dale & Frances  
Hughes Cancer Center.

From the Center’s groundbreaking 
ceremony on October 19, 2010 to its 
grand opening in 2012, this team not 
only generously contributed to the  
capital campaign personally, but also 
encouraged many other community 
members and organizations to do the 
same. Due to these leaders’ tireless 
efforts, the campaign raised a goal- 
surpassing total of $26 million to help 
PMC deliver on the promise of provid-
ing world-class cancer care close  
to home.

“I was honored to be asked to chair 
the Cancer Center’s capital campaign,” 
said William B. Cramer, Esq. “My  
family and friends have been touched 
by cancer, so having world-class care  
in our own backyard is a goal I can sup-
port wholeheartedly. I am grateful for 
the 20-plus volunteer cabinet members 
who formed such an inspiring team to 
make this possible.”

The new 60,000-square-foot Dale & 
Frances Hughes Cancer Center is now 
approximately seven times the size of 
its forerunner and warmly welcomes 
patients and their loved ones every 
day. Inside, guests will find the world’s 
most powerful cancer-fighting tools 
within a continuum of cancer care all 
under one roof. Additionally, through 
the Center’s participation in national 
clinical trials, patients now receive the 
most sophisticated, proven treatment 
options and, thus, the most optimal 
chance for surviving.

All of that superior technology is 
wrapped inside an innovative archi-
tectural design that values each guest’s 
privacy and comfort, providing an 
intentional emphasis on patient-cen-
tered care. To this end, therapeutic 

No longer just a dream, this revolu-
tionary cancer care experience is here 
and now, thanks to the new Dale & 
Frances Hughes Cancer Center’s capi-
tal campaign team and their communi-
ty partners.

Pictured: On the second floor of the new Dale & 

Frances Hughes Cancer Center, William B. Cram-

er, Esq. (second from the left) stands with four of 

his cabinet members: (left to right) Ray Starner, 

Theresa Yocum, Harry Mullins, and Sam Newman.

The Hughes Cancer Center Capital Campaign Team 
BRINGING WORLD-CLASS CANCER CARE CLOSE TO HOME

No longer  
just a dream,  

this revolutionary  
cancer care experience  

is here and now…

spaces are carefully located throughout 
the Center. The meditation room, 
tranquility garden, and waiting area 
fountain work together to create an 
environment of healing and hope to 
treat not only the patient’s body, but 
their mind and spirit as well.



“Having world-class  
care in our own backyard  

is a goal I can support  
wholeheartedly.”

– William B. Cramer, Esq.
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giving RESULTS…IN SAVING PRECIOUS NEW LIFE

“He was  
our very own  
little engine  
that could.”
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To my son, Leo,

When my water broke unexpectedly 
10 weeks early, I turned to your father 
Jeff with worry in my eyes. He franti-
cally called the OB/GYN office and 
was told to rush us to PMC immediately. 
Worry soon turned to shock, then fear, 
as the hospital’s staff told us you would 
be entering the world far sooner than 
we had planned.

PMC’s staff did everything they 
could to keep us both stable, providing 
medications to help your brain and 
lungs develop for an early delivery.  
In their caring and capable hands, we 
wanted for nothing.

Dr. Salazar, Medical Director NICU, 
nurse practitioner Karen Caputo, and 
their amazing team of nurses.

Once in the NICU, you were quick-
ly given oxygen, IVs, and a feeding 
tube. As you began to gain weight and 
strength over the next few weeks, you 
continued to improve by leaps and 
bounds, reaching new milestones on 
a daily basis. Every time a wire would 
come off or a machine wasn’t needed 
anymore, we all celebrated with tears 
of joy and gratitude.

During that time, PMC became  
our home away from home. Your dad 
and I became well acquainted with the 
NICU staff, who were nothing short  
of wonderful. Always extremely profes-
sional and supportive, the nurses and 
doctors described every procedure  
and test you received in great detail  
to alleviate any of our concerns.  
Even though it was often extremely 
difficult to leave your side, knowing  
the NICU staff would care for you as  
if you were their own child made it a 
little easier.

In the hours we spent by your  
bedside, the PMC staff allowed us  
to care for you with diaper changes,  

feedings, and bath time activities.  
We even read to you your first — and 
rather fitting — story, “The Little  
Engine That Could.”

We will be forever thankful for your 
precious life, and for the compassionate 
care our family received at PMC.

Love,  
Mom

Pictured left: Alia Lambert holds her miracle 

baby Leo in front of PMC’s NICU, where Leo spent 

the first five weeks of his life.

Alia Lambert 
A GRATEFUL NEW MOTHER

“In their caring and  
capable hands, we wanted 

for nothing.”

Four days later, an ultrasound  
determined an emergency C-Section 
was our only option. After you were 
born, the nurses brought you to my  
side briefly to say hello before rushing 
you to the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit (NICU) for further care from  
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Pictured above: Alia and Leo greet each other for 

the first time.



In 1953, Joseph and Ann Farda 
joined the Pocono community when 
they and their then two children trav-
eled from Yonkers, New York to East 
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania.  

This move led to the beginning  
of Joseph’s long and successful career  
in the hospitality industry, as he 
opened his first motel in 1954.  
Throughout the next 50-plus years, 
Joseph’s entrepreneurial spirit thrived 
as he developed and ran several resorts 

catering to families, couples, and hon-
eymooners. His vision and dedication 
also resulted in the establishment of 
several other local businesses offering 
quality services and entertainment.  

As their businesses’ success grew, so 
did their family. The Fardas welcomed 
three more children into the world 
right here at PMC. 

“Throughout the years, PMC has 
been interwoven into the lives of both 
my family and my community,” said 
Joseph Farda. “It’s the reason I and  
my beloved wife Ann felt it was so 
important to give back to PMC, as well 
as other Monroe County organizations 
that support those in need.”

Ann Farda has been Joseph’s  
devoted partner and constant friend. 

She supported her family’s household 
and various businesses as well as her 
community, joining her husband in an 
ongoing commitment to local philan-
thropy and a desire to help others. 

Joseph and Ann Farda 
A LEGACY OF LIVES CHANGED
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After decades of philanthropic giving to many orga-

nizations, initiatives and individuals in the Pocono 

community, Joseph Farda receives the Outstanding 

Philanthropist Award from the Association of Fund-

raising Professionals Pocono Chapter at the eighth 

annual National Philanthropy Day in October 2013. 

…an ongoing commitment  
to local philanthropy  

and a desire to  
help others. 

Together, they have taught the spirit 
of compassion to their children, simul-
taneously impacting countless lives 
here in the Poconos. In gratitude for 
the Farda family’s legacy, the Pocono 
Health Foundation will honor them 
in the naming of the hospital’s South 
Tower Wing “The Joseph and Ann 
Farda Pavilion.”

Pictured right: A painter’s portrait of Joseph and 

Ann Farda captures their generous spirit and love 

for one another.



CELEBRATING THE givers

“…PMC has been 
interwoven into the  

lives of my family and  
my community.”
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Portrait painted by Alfredo Tapia



giving RESULTS…IN MORE STRONG HEARTBEATS

“PMC treated me  
like family –  

and to me, family  
is everything.”

10



To my cardiologist, Dr. Sheka, 

It was the year 2000 when you first 
diagnosed my heart disease. I remember 
sitting with you at PMC describing my 
pain and symptoms, wondering if it was 
the beginning of the end. 

After thorough review of my scans 
and tests, you gently explained to  
me that the main artery of my heart 
was 95% blocked and the insertion  
of two stents was the only way to save 
my life. 

After your successful stent procedure, 
I thankfully (no offense!) didn’t revisit 
you again until 2010, when I realized 
that I was once again becoming short of 
breath and having more difficulty enjoy-
ing activities with my family. 

Even though I was nervous about 
my heart’s condition and what it could 
mean for my quality of life, I was 
relieved to once again see your familiar 
and friendly face as I entered the ESSA 
Heart and Vascular Institute. 

You had some more bad news to 
break to me that day: I had developed  
a significant blockage in my right  
coronary artery and would eventually 
need my aortic valve replaced.

To provide some immediate relief 
from my symptoms, you performed  
a catheterization to the artery and  
inserted another stent. Then, after 
three years of evaluation, you advised 
that we could no longer delay a full 
aortic valve replacement.

At that time, I began researching 
the best cardiothoracic surgeons I  
could find. I was delighted to hear  
that your colleague, the experienced 
and well-regarded Dr. Fuzesi, was right 
here at PMC and would be joining my 
circle of care for this surgery.

On November 12, 2013, the day 
before my 60th birthday, Dr. Fuzesi 
replaced the valve I needed to breathe 
deep, stay active with my family,  
and, of course, keep up with my grand-
kids. Now, five months later, I’m still 
feeling great!

Throughout all my procedures and 
surgeries, I was simply astounded at 
the quality of care I received from you 
and your team. I could easily rely on 
your and Dr. Fuzesi’s knowledge and 
expertise, and also enjoyed the genuine 
support I received from your amazing 
nursing and medical staff teams. I hon-
estly could not have asked for better 
care during my time with you.

And for that, I want to thank you 
from the bottom of my newly repaired 
heart.
 
Love,  
Rose

Pictured left top: Rose Demery, dressed in a 

red coat, stands with her children and grandchil-

dren at a 2013 event that raised the community’s 

awareness of heart disease.

Pictured left bottom: Standing in front of the 

Butler Pavilion, home of the ESSA Heart and 

Vascular Institute, is Rose Demery and Dr. Laszlo 

Fuzesi, Chief Medical Executive of Cardiothoracic 

Surgery, PMC.

Rose Demery
A THANKFUL GRANDMOTHER

“…Dr. Fuzesi replaced the 
valve I needed to breathe 
deep, stay active with my 

family, and, of course, 
keep up with my grandkids.”
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If you were to wander into the  
PMC Physician Associates Pediatrics 
office on East Brown Street, you might 
see small children playing with the 
waiting area’s colorful toys or telling 
pediatric doctors like Dr. Sushil Mody 
about their coughs and sniffles. But 
there’s one thing you won’t find here: a 
family that would be denied healthcare 
because of their insurance status or 
inability to pay.

That’s because Pocono Medical 
Center is one of the only organiza- 
tions in our community that treats 
patients — big and small — no  
matter what.

Community member Rudy Bergquist 
couldn’t agree more with that giving 
philosophy.

Having only vacationed in the 
Poconos earlier in life, Rudy moved to 
our community permanently in 1985 
after retiring from his 28-year man-
agement career at Dun & Bradstreet 
in Staten Island, NY. Upon receiving 
such wonderful care from PMC himself 
when he fell ill with pneumonia, Rudy 
contemplated how best to give back to 
the hospital that supported him in his 
time of need.

He looked around at the young, 
and at times struggling, families of our 
region and decided the best place for 
his contribution would be in the PMC 
services that make a difference in the 
lives of local children.

“Times can grow tough for our 
neighbors,” Rudy said. “And perhaps 
we cannot fix all the reasons this  
happens. But we can give what we  
can, where we can, to preserve the 
health and well-being of the next 
generation.”

Surely, Rudy will not have the 
chance to meet all the children he has 
supported through his generosity, but as 
John Whitehead once said, “Children 
are the living messages we send to a 
time we will not see.”

Rudy Bergquist 
CARING FOR THE LITTLE ONES

“…We can give 
what we can, where we  

can, to preserve the  
health and well-being of  

the next generation.”

Because of the support given by 
Rudy and many other generous mem-
bers of our community, the PMC Physi-
cian Associates Pediatrics office, as well 
as the pediatric unit of the hospital 
itself, can provide more and more local 
children the healthcare they need 
every day.
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“Children are the
living messages we send  

to a time we will not see.”

Thank you, Rudy, for the message 
you send today, tomorrow, and in the 
years to come to our community’s chil-
dren, their parents, and each one of us.

Pictured: Chief of Pediatrics Doctor Sushil Mody 

(left) and donor Rudy Bergquist (right) share a 

smile in the waiting area of the PMC Physician  

Associates Pediatrics office.
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Treating patients  
big and small — 

no matter what.
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giving RESULTS…IN MORE MOZART, BIRDWATCHING, & HOLDING HANDS

“They are  
not alone in  
their fight.”
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Mural painted by Tomi J. Petrella



Dear Community Friends,

When I was 72 years old, I walked 
into PMC with what I thought was  
a bad case of pneumonia. Then I  
was shocked to hear Dr. William Ryan, 
Hematologist/Medical Oncologist at 
the Dale & Frances Hughes Cancer 
Center, gently explain to me that what 
I actually had was stage IV lung cancer.

I immediately started chemotherapy 
treatment and made my way through 
more than 55 infusion sessions. Thank-
fully, I was guided through this journey 
by my supportive team at PMC, includ-
ing my now dear friend Lynn Steele, 
social worker at the Hughes Cancer 
Center. 

Along the way, I was told to prepare 
myself for the end of my life, being  
given a probable three months to 
live…but that was five years ago.

With this second chance and extra 
time I’ve been given through the 
advanced and compassionate care I re-
ceived at PMC, I now have more time 
to eat good food, drink good whiskey 
(in moderation, of course!), listen to 
the soothing sounds of Mozart, and 
hold hands with the love of my life, my 
wife Lee, on our back porch watching 
the birds.

Simply put, I’m more than lucky. 

With love and hope,  
David

Dear David,

I remember the day I met you and 
began encouraging you in the accep-
tance of your diagnosis and the difficult 
treatment it would require. 

Who could’ve known then that I 
would soon be watching in amazement 
as you conquered your disease, all the 
while sharing your humor and grateful-
ness for life with those around you.  
The chemotherapy nurses especially 
loved you, too — and oh, how they  
appreciated the cake you brought them!

As you continued to heal, your story 
of hope reverberated throughout the 
hospital, and right to the hearts of 
those still battling cancer.

Now, as a regular attendee of the 
Hughes Cancer Center’s Creative 
Expressions support group with cancer 
patients, you offer them a special ray 
of hope. Having sat where they sit, 
you provide the group’s members with 
that critical assurance that they are not 
alone in their fight.

When I first met you, I supported 
you. Now, you are supporting others in 
ways that no one else ever could.

PMC — and the world itself — is a 
better place with you in it. Thank you 
for the priceless gift you’ve shared with 
me, my colleagues, and our patients.

Sincerely,  
Lynn 

Pictured left: Lynn Steele, social worker at PMC, 

stands with David Tipka in front of the panoramic 

mural of the meditation room in the new Dale & 

Frances Hughes Cancer Center.

David Tipka and Lynn Steele
A DUO OF HOPE

“I was told  
to prepare myself  

for the end of my life... 
but that was  

five years ago.”

giving RESULTS…IN MORE MOZART, BIRDWATCHING, & HOLDING HANDS
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As chief anesthesiologist at PMC, 
Dr. Anthony Nostro has the unique 
opportunity to see firsthand the value 
of high-quality patient care at PMC 
every day. But when his patients safely 
return from a journey through open-
heart surgery, when they look at him 
and say, “Thank you for saving my life,” 
Dr. Nostro doesn’t see the dollars it 
took to pay for a patient’s care. He sees 
the real result of giving: restored health 
and renewed happiness.

healthcare needs of local children. 
Years later, Dr. Nostro also contributed 
to the Dale & Frances Hughes Cancer 
Center because his former years as an 
intensivist at Memorial Sloan Ketter-
ing Cancer Center gave him a hearty 
appreciation for world-class cancer care 
close to home.

“I believe in a ‘care-and-share’ 
approach,” said Dr. Nostro. “I care 
about my patients and my community, 
therefore I share with them my skills 
and resources through PMC.” 

Dr. Nostro’s spirit of giving has 
overflowed into the hospital where he 
works, and also into the generosity of 
the family he loves.

His wife Franca has devoted six 
years of participation and leadership to 
the Auxiliary of the Pocono Medical 
Center, a group that works alongside 
the Pocono Health Foundation to  
raise funds for the hospital and the 
superb healthcare it provides to our 
community. Franca has served as  
both membership chairperson and  
corresponding secretary for the Auxil-
iary, and also aids the organization  
in its annual fundraising gala each 
November. 

“I originally joined the Auxiliary to 
get to know people when my family 
and I first moved to the Poconos,” said 
Franca Nostro. “What I didn’t realize 
then was how much I’d fall in love 
with this caring group of individuals 
and the remarkable work we are able to 
do together for PMC patients.”

Franca is often joined at Auxiliary 
events by her son Anthony, the Auxil-
iary’s special junior helper. In between 
his piano lessons, Anthony assists his 
mom and the other Auxiliary volun-
teers prepare for fundraising events by 
filling goodie bags, preparing mailing 
materials, and helping transport items.

By donating their time, talents,  
and funds to PMC, Dr. Anthony  
and Franca Nostro have shown 
their son — and each of their neigh-
bors — what it means to help restore 
their community, one life at a time.

Pictured right: Dr. Anthony and Franca Nostro 

join their son Anthony by the new Dale & Fran-

ces Hughes Cancer Center piano, which is often 

played to welcome cancer patients and their 

loved ones.

The Nostro Family
LIVING OUT THE CARE-AND-SHARE APPROACH
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He sees the real result of 
giving: restored health and 

renewed happiness.

That’s why for him and his family, 
contributing to the hospital is not 
about a check they write, but rather, 
a reflection of who they are and how 
they care for the community in which 
they live and work.

For instance, because Dr. Nostro 
served as a pediatrician earlier in his 
career, his first personal pledge to 
PMC was to aid the pediatric practice 
at the Clementine Abeloff Commu-
nity Health Center, which serves the 



When a patient says, 
“Thank you for 
saving my life…”
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giving RESULTS…IN MORE POCONOS VACATIONS

“Because of PMC, 
I’ve been given an

invaluable treasure.”
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Dear PMC,

When I was 35, my extended family 
and I began making plans for a mid- 
July vacation. Since I was expecting 
my second child at the time, my hus-
band Donny and I decided it would be 
a good idea to stay relatively close to 
our New Jersey home and travel to the 
Poconos for a nice, relaxing trip.

What I experienced, however, was 
anything but that.

Upon our arrival to the Poconos, 
I began to feel intense pain shooting 
from my right side and was quickly 
transported via ambulance to PMC’s 
Emergency Department, where I was 
immediately informed of a severe  
problem with one of my kidneys.  

Since this problem complicated my 
pregnancy, my PMC team delivered my 
son via emergency C-section right then 
and there. Although our son, whom 
we then named Kai, was born prema-
turely and would need a careful watch, 
we were so thankful to see he was still 
healthy and strong.

I, on the other hand, wasn’t out of 
danger quite yet. In the following days, 
the pain on my right side intensified 

Kourtnie Beckwith
A WIFE, MOTHER, AND SURVIVOR

dramatically, resulting in the need to 
remove both my right kidney and  
appendix. I remained at PMC after 
that operation, undergoing several 
more procedures and meeting with 17 
different PMC doctors, all of whom 
played a critical role in saving my life. 

and attentive care and encouragement 
you gave my son and I during our time 
with you will be forever appreciated.

“…Meeting with 
17 different PMC doctors, 

all of whom played  
a critical role in  
saving my life.”

“…The compassionate 
and attentive care and  

encouragement you gave  
my son and I during our  

time with you will be  
forever appreciated.”

Thirty-four units of blood and  
50 staples later, I began my recovery  
in PMC’s ICU and step-down unit.  
I started what would be weeks of physi-
cal therapy in order to regain my ability 
to walk, and by late August, I could 
walk with the assistance of a walker. 
By then, my baby boy Kai was released 
from his incubator and put right into 
my arms.

I have PMC’s physicians, ICU  
nurses, physical therapists and count-
less caregivers to thank for these 
precious moments. The compassionate 

Because of all of you, I’ve been  
given an invaluable treasure: more 
quality time with my family, and maybe 
now even more relaxing vacations in 
the Poconos!

With all my gratitude,
Kourtnie

Pictured left top: Kourtnie Beckwith, former trauma 

patient at PMC, holds her baby son Kai. 

Pictured left bottom: The Beckwith family:  

Donny, Kourtnie, and Kai



Students & Faculty of Stroudsburg Area School District 
PHILANTHROPY KNOWS NO AGE
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At the Stroudsburg Area School 
District, you can meet everyone from a 
Kindergartner wearing a pink T-shirt, 
to a high school senior selling a carna-
tion, to a teacher who joyfully chooses 
to take a little bit less home from her 
paycheck.

What do all of these people have 
in common? In one way or another, 
they’ve all made an extra effort to give 
back to their community and support 
PMC’s new Dale & Frances Hughes 
Cancer Center capital campaign.

Throughout the last several years, 
Stroudsburg’s K–12 students have 
participated in an initiative called Pink 
Out Day, which allows students who 
donate a dollar the ability to wear pink 
shirts instead of their school uniform 
for a day. Thanks to the hard work and 
philanthropic hearts of these students, 
their $1 bills added up quickly, reach-
ing a total of $12,500 to date.

Additionally, Stroudsburg high 
school students have used independent 
fundraisers, such as selling carnations 
to benefit the Hughes Cancer Center, 
to creatively fulfill the community 
service requirements for the National 
Honor Society. 

Students weren’t the only ones 
reaching out to touch the lives of 
others. The Stroudsburg Area School 
District’s employees also contributed by 
payroll deduction to the Hughes Can-
cer Center’s patients through a variety 
of funds:

• the Women-to-Women fund, 
which supports female cancer 
patients by covering their basic 
living expenses

• the Howard Canfield Cancer Fund 
for Men, which similarly supports 
male cancer patients 

• the Hughes Cancer Center 
Operational Fund, which covers 
the operational and equipment 
expenses of all cancer patients

math, science, and reading. Just as  
important is instilling in them a com-
mitment to their community,” said  
Dr. John A. Toleno, School Super-
intendent of the Stroudsburg Area 
School District. “Fundraising for the 
Hughes Cancer Center was a no-brain-
er for us, because we knew the Center 
could directly impact and benefit the 
lives of our students and employees, as 
well as their families and friends.”

Pictured right: Stroudsburg Area School Dis-

trict Superintendent, Dr. John A. Toleno, and his  

secretary, Donna Straub, show their school 

pride at the Stroudsburg High School cafeteria.  

Dr. Toleno and Donna continue to work with the 

Pocono Health Foundation to support student- and  

employee-based fundraising to benefit patients of 

the new Dale & Frances Hughes Cancer Center.“…we have both the 
opportunity and  

responsibility to teach our 
students more than just 

math, science, and reading.”
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“As mentors and educators, we have 
both the opportunity and responsibility 
to teach our students more than just 



“Fundraising for the 
Hughes Cancer Center

was a no-brainer…”
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CELEBRATING THE givers
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This year’s recipients of the Presidential Award for Philanthropy:

William B. and Barbara J. Cramer
Joseph Farda

2014 PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS FOR PHILANTHROPY RECIPIENTS
The Presidential Award for Philanthropy recognizes an individual or organiza-

tion in the greater Pocono community who demonstrates meritorious commit-

ment to philanthropy in supporting the vision and mission of Pocono Health 

System via Pocono Health Foundation.
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…when people like YOU go above and beyond to serve  

the health and well-being of others. We extend our most 

heartfelt thanks to you for the compassion you have,  

the care you give, and the difference you make over and  

over again.

Love,

Your Poconos community

Dear employees of Pocono Medical Center,giving
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At the Pocono Health Foundation, we work to preserve the precious  

legacies of individuals who have given of themselves — their time,  

talents, and treasures — to support the Pocono Medical Center and  

its life-saving services.

To learn more about how you can work with the Pocono Health Foundation  

to make a gift that will benefit many generations, please visit us online at 

www.poconohealthfoundation.org or call 570-476-3530.

“FOR IT IS IN giving THAT WE RECEIVE.” — St. Francis of Assisi
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