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Statement of Purpose
The purpose of the Dr. G. Clifford & 

Florence B. Decker Foundation is to assist 

bona fide charitable organizations, focusing 

primarily on educational, medical and 

medical research institutions, and cultural 

and human service organizations providing 

principal service to residents of Broome 

County. This assistance is in the form of 

grants that may be used for capital projects or 

new and innovative projects and programs.

The Decker Foundation, in general, does 

not provide continuing or regular support. 

Our efforts are directed toward helping 

organizations provide programs to earn 

income and thus become more self-sufficient.
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Chairman’s Message

Established in 1979 by Dr. and Mrs. Decker, the Dr. 
G. Clifford & Florence B. Decker Foundation was 

founded with the purpose of providing significant support 
to educational, healthcare, cultural, and human services-
oriented programs across the Broome County community. 
Passionate in their purpose, and in the spirit of the Deckers’ 
vision, the Foundation remains committed to the original 
mission.

•  Reflecting back on our 30-year history  •
As I reflect upon the Decker Foundation’s 30-year  

history, it seems only appropriate to highlight its  
accomplishments and the long-term benefits that have 
impacted countless lives throughout our community.  
In adhering to the Foundation’s mission, guidelines, and 
budget, every proposal is most carefully evaluated by the 
Board of Trustees. With that, I am pleased to report that 
grants totaling in excess of $28 million have been approved 
over the course of our history. The Decker Foundation’s 
outreach extends to the community at large; Binghamton 
University, Broome Community College, our hospitals,  
the arts, museums, and public libraries. Funding provided 
by the Foundation has given rise to the construction of 
academic buildings, the furnishing of academic classrooms 
and laboratories, the funding of professional positions and 
scholarships, the rebuilding of children’s camp facilities and 
swimming pools, the construction of handicapped-accessible 
and equipped elevators, the purchase of musical instruments, 
and so much more. 

•  National recognition  •
The Foundation’s philanthropic efforts have not gone 

unnoticed. National recognition, and that of which we are 
most proud, came with our acceptance of the Benefactor 
Award, as presented by the National Council for Resource 

Ferris G. Akel,  
Chairman of the  
Board of Trustees 
Dr. G. Clifford &  
Florence B. Decker  
Foundation

Development for the Decker Foundation’s dedication to 
volunteerism, the community, and higher education. 

•  An evolving organization  •
At the same time, we too have evolved as an organi-

zation over the years. Personally selected by Dr. Decker, 
our original Executive Director, Donna Bechdel served 
the Foundation for a number of years before retiring and 
relocating out of the area in 2001. Gerald Putman, retired 
Senior Vice President of NYSEG Corporation, was 
appointed to the position shortly thereafter and continues as 
Executive Director today. In 2001, the Decker Foundation 
relocated its offices to 8 Riverside Drive on Binghamton’s 
West Side; fully restoring the structure to the original grace 
of its Greek Revival architecture, thereby receiving the 2002 
Preservation Association of the Southern Tier Award. 

In closing, it is a tremendous honor to serve on this 
Board of Trustees. Committed to addressing the challenges 
and opportunities that lie ahead, I applaud the Board and 
our Executive Director for their steadfast commitment  
and tireless energy. Together, we strive to better serve the 
people of Broome County while furthering the purpose 
and goals of the Dr. G. Clifford & Florence B. Decker 
Foundation. 

Having personally known both Dr. and Mrs. Decker, 
I take pleasure in knowing that they would be extremely 
proud of the Foundation’s achievements thus far in fulfilling 
their primary objectives. 

The National Council for Resource Development has presented The  
Benefactor Award to the Decker Foundation for its dedication to  

volunteerism, the community and higher education.

Executive Director’s Message

A s I write this message this great Foundation is  
 entering its 31st year of support to our community 

and its residents. Never did I expect that I would move 
from a corporate career focused on earnings to a position 
that touches so many lives in ways that cannot be measured 
by dollars and cents. Such was the dream of Dr. and Mrs. 
Decker when they formed this Foundation in 1979. Now, 
three decades later, their dream lives on. 

During these past 30 years, the Decker Foundation  
has made over 300 grants totaling almost 29 million dollars. 
The grants have supported 88 different organizations 
and through them touched the lives of thousands in our 
community. 

•  Benefiting thousands of lives  •
Students in Broome Community College’s Health 

Science programs and nurses at Binghamton University’s 
Decker School of Nursing are making a difference in 
maintaining the quality of healthcare we enjoy. Building 
Brighter Futures for Broome ensures that our children are 
better prepared to enter school. Those who are school-age 
can experience the interaction of exhibits at the Discovery 
Center museum and enjoy the activities provided by a 
modern facility now housing the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Binghamton.

We are most fortunate to have excellent healthcare for 
a community our size thanks to the efforts of Our Lady 
of Lourdes and UHS. Meanwhile, modern facilities of the 
YMCA and the YWCA provide safe havens for those who 
need shelter and a helping hand. 

Our community is enriched by the arts whether it be 
the Philharmonic, Broadway plays, local theater, or a stroll 
through history at the Roberson Museum and Science 
Center. And let us not forget the myriad of agencies that 
lend a hand in times of crisis. They may provide food, 

Gerald E. Putman,  
Executive Director 
Dr. G. Clifford &  
Florence B. Decker  
Foundation

counseling, or shelter. Yes, the Decker Foundation has 
touched the lives of many. In small ways and big ways we 
have made a difference in our community. 

For this 2009 Annual Report and 30th Anniversary 
publication, we have selected nine grants that we believe 
have been just those kind of difference-makers to key 
organizations in the community .

•  Thanks to those who make all this possible  •
Our Trustees represent the fabric of this community.  

It is through their countless hours of dedicated service  
that the mission of this Foundation continues. I thank  
them for all of their efforts. (Meet these folks on page 16  
of this report.)

No organization can be successful without a dedi- 
cated staff, whether it be one or one thousand. I express  
my appreciation to our Administrative Assistant, Patricia  
Griffin for her dedication and attention to detail in all  
she does.

•  The legacy of caring endures  •
As we look toward the next 30 years and the oppor-

tunities they bring, it is exciting to know that we will 
continue to be a part of what makes our community special. 
There may be new faces and new challenges, but the legacy 
of caring brought to this Foundation by Dr. and Mrs. 
Decker will live on, and with it, the dream that working 
together we can make a difference.

30 years • 300 grants • $29 million • 88 organizations 
Touching thousands of lives
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The Decker Life Science 
Learning Center at 
Roberson Museum and 
Science Center“Play is the highest form of 

research.” – Albert Einstein

Discovery Center of the Southern Tier

Educators know that for children, play is an essential 
part of learning. Just as importantly, exploration of the 

world leads children to self-discovery. (What is more, adults 
are often just children at heart, and they stand to learn a 
thing or two by hanging out with the youngsters who are 
having fun.)

Case Histories

The Decker Foundation has repeatedly supported the 
Discovery Center since its opening in 1990. Of special note, 
our $400,000 grant in 1998 provided for a 9,000 square-foot 
addition. Among both cosmetic and structural updates were 
more exhibit space, classroom partitions, a theater, a café 
with museum store, and a mezzanine wing.

You need only visit the Center on nearly any given day 
to hear and see the chattering, giggling, wide-eyed children, 
rapt in their discovery of life lessons that some grown-ups 
have deftly disguised as fun…and you have all the proof 
you need that the community’s investment there is working 
toward a brighter future.

www.thediscoverycenter.org

That is the premise behind the Discovery Center of 
the Southern Tier, the children’s museum on Binghamton’s 
South Side. Every week, hundreds of elementary school 
age youngsters — perhaps on class field trips, or perhaps 
with their families — descend on the 23,000 square feet of 
exhibit and activity space, adjacent to the Binghamton Ross 
Park Zoo. Along with the museum and connected discovery 
garden, the Center offers an accredited pre-K and after-
school program, plus summer camp programming. There 
are in-service training sessions for teachers and weekend 
workshops for families. (It is the only chartered children’s 
museum within a radius of eighty miles!) Education majors 
from Binghamton University and Broome Community 
College often converge at the Discovery Center for “real-
world” observation and involvement.

Creating a venue for science-based 
education outside the classroom

Roberson Museum and Science Center

T eachers will tell you, sometimes youngsters need to  
 get away from the classroom and into a new setting in 

order to do their best learning (and in order for the teachers 
to do their best teaching, too).

A $441,500 grant from the Decker Foundation in 2004 
was the key to creating just such an opportunity: a science-
based education facility at the Roberson Museum and 
Science Center in Binghamton.

The Decker Life Science Learning Center (DLSLC) 
at Roberson has provided thousands of visitors of all ages 
the chance for hands-on, science-based education. Roberson 
programs utilizing the DLSLC include DNA extractions 
and “CSI” (crime scene investigation) studies, a popular 
program entitled “Anastasia” (on the missing Romanov 
daughter), and studies using compound and dissection 
microscopes. The Learning Center, which includes both 
a wet and computer lab, provides an extraordinary venue 
for programs developed in conjunction with Roberson’s 

changing exhibitions and thus expands Roberson’s capacity 
for diverse and multi-disciplinary activities.

Each year, from school districts all over our region, 
thousands of youngsters and hundreds of teachers, too, are 
affected by this memorable way of learning and instructing.

Dr. and Mrs. Decker lived right next door to the 
Roberson Museum and Science Center. Had they visited 
the Decker Life Sciences Learning center at Roberson, they 
would have been pleased to observe the children using the 
DLSLC’s microscopes.

www.roberson.org/education/index.asp>Anastasia

Making the most of the  
Early Childhood opportunity

Building Brighter Futures for Broome

Experts previously regarded the most formative years 
in a child’s life to be from kindergarten to the period 

immediately following. But more recent research shows 
that there’s an earlier window of opportunity to nurture 
a child’s development, one where we can maximize the 
chances for later success. Beginning in the mother’s womb, 

and extending until 
just about the time 
a youngster enters 
school, this window 
is called Early 
Childhood. 

In the Greater 
Binghamton com-
munity, the effort to 
take advantage of 
this Early Childhood 
opportunity is called 
Building Brighter Futures for Broome. BBFFB is a 
county-wide initiative sponsored by The Early Childhood 
Coalition, combining the efforts of various community 
institutions and agencies. 

With a $610,000 grant from the Decker Foundation 
in 2003, Building Brighter Futures pursued a three-fold 
objective:

1. Quality Child Care and Early Education
The Broome Community College Caregiver 

Connection provides mentor teachers and course work to 
child care center staff and family child care providers.

2. Healthy Children
The Broome County Health Department Child Care 

Health Education Staff provides health consultation and 
services to child care centers and family child care providers.

3. Effective Parenting
The Binghamton City School District and Lourdes 

Hospital programs PACT (Parents and Children Together) 
provide home visits to families of children, prenatal to 
kindergarten entry.

The Coalition has developed model programs and 
achieved results that have gained the attention of other early 
childhood advocates around the state and the nation.

www.brighterbroome.org
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Simulated patients expand scope of 
learning for nursing students

Decker School of Nursing

Young women and men studying nursing spend plenty 
of time in the classroom, learning from professors 

and medical texts and videos. While working alongside 
professionals during their internships at clinics and 
hospitals, the students are exposed to actual patients in  
real-life situations.  In between the classroom and real-
life realms of learning, nursing schools increasingly are 
expanding the “hands-on” aspect of the training by means  
of simulation technology.

In 2005, The Decker Foundation provided a grant to 
Binghamton University to expand lab space and equipment 
in the Innovative Practice Center (IPC) in the Decker 
School of Nursing. The IPC is home to a family of human 
patient simulators, including five Vital Sims, three Sim Men 
and one Sim Baby. Known as Sims, these patient simulators 
are high-fidelity, computerized mannequins, programmed 
to represent typical clinical patient conditions and clinical 
situations. Working with the Sims, students learn to 

Binghamton University President Lois DeFleur (right) observes 
B.U. Decker School of Nursing students working with human 
patient simulator.

assess various pulses, changes in patient blood pressure, 
and respiratory and cardiac sounds related to the current 
patient scenario. The Sim mannequins verbally respond to 
student questions and also clinically respond to student 
interventions. 

“The Sim technology enables the student to make a 
smoother transition from classroom to clinical setting,” 
notes Decker School Dean Joyce Ferrario.  “By giving 
students the opportunity to experience patient response on 
the simulators, we build their confidence and prepare them 
to learn more quickly from the real-life aspects of their 
training that follow.” 

www.binghamton.edu>Academics> 
Decker School of Nursing>Innovative Practice Center

Grants support major enhancements  
to facilities and services  

at Lourdes Hospital

Renew 2001, The Campaign to Renew Lourdes Hospital’s 
Commitment to Patient Care Excellence

For three decades, the Decker Foundation has supported 
programs and institutions that serve our community 

with a level of healthcare surpassing that found in other 
communities our size.

A perfect example was Renew 2001, The Campaign to 
Renew Lourdes Hospital’s Commitment to Patient Care 
Excellence. Three elements of this capital campaign were: 
to completely modernize Lourdes Women’s and Children’s 
Services; to renovate and convert 80% of patient rooms 
to private rooms; and to provide Medical Oncology with 
a facility able to accommodate the growth of outpatient 
activity in an environment that provides privacy and comfort 
for patients. 

The Decker Foundation approved a grant of 
$500,000 outright, plus a $500,000 challenge grant for 
Lourdes Hospital in 2001. This $1 million gift to Lourdes 
Foundation gave Lourdes Hospital the fund-raising 
momentum to fully realize the Renew 2001 project.  

Today, Lourdes Regional 
Cancer Center offers 
medical oncology services 
to its patients in the Dr. 

G. Clifford and Florence B. Decker Hematology-Oncology 
Center housed in the DePaul Pavilion. This new medical 
oncology facility provides highly coordinated delivery of 
services to patients diagnosed with cancer or hematological 
disorders. 

The project consolidated cancer treatment services into 
one area of the Lourdes Hospital campus, with convenient 
parking and ease of access, and surrounded those high-
quality, comprehensive services with a warm, comforting 
environment.

www.lourdes.com>Centers and Services

“Keyhole” surgery at UHS allows  
more people to live better lives

UHS–United Health Services

Decker Foundation support for improved care at 
United Health Services — more than $3 million in grants 
during the past two decades — has spanned many of the 
hospitals’ programs, including women’s health, maternity 
care, the neonatal intensive care unit, renal care, Web-based 
telemedicine, and enhancements to UHS surgical suites.

This grant support has literally touched many UHS 
patients. For example, in the operating rooms, minimally 
invasive surgery has been continuously advanced so that it 
puts less stress on the body while it minimizes scarring. It 
also results in greatly reduced pain for the patient, and faster 
recovery times.

The technique has been nick-named “keyhole” surgery 
because it is comparable to entering a room through a 
keyhole instead of an open door. Ultra-small video cameras 
and harmonic scalpels (which separate tissue by vibrating at 
50,000 cycles-per-second) help to minimize the point-of-
entry. As small as two inches, the incisions typically can be 
covered by a Band-aid.

The minimally invasive surgical technique can 
be applied in a wide range of procedures including 
cardiovascular, 
gastrointestinal, 
gynecological, 
oncological, 
orthopedic and 
hernia repair. 

Perhaps 
best news of all 
for the patient 
and the loved ones back home is the fact that, in most cases, 
hospital stays are reduced by 60 percent or more compared 
to conventional surgery.

Minimally invasive surgery is truly helping all parties 
in the health care system — patient and provider, employer 
and payer — and should continue to do so as the technique 
is further perfected.

www.uhs.net
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Fostering the  
chance to succeed

Boys and Girls Clubs  
of Binghamton

A  $500,000 Decker Foundation  
 grant in 2005 helped the Boys and  

Girls Clubs of Binghamton to drive  
their campaign for a new facility to a  
successful conclusion. Now, some 3,200  
children — 79% of them come from families earning under 
$15,000/year — have access to the Club’s brand new center 

on Clinton Street, featuring improved indoor activity areas, 
better outdoor recreation, improved safety and security, 
energy-efficient HVAC, and off-street parking for parents 
and staff. The building and grounds also serve to beautify the 
main thoroughfare of one of the City’s important historical 
neighborhoods. 

“The Club provides an environment in which children 
can get help with academics, enjoy recreation and sports, 
and interact with others in a positive and secure setting,” 
according to Club Executive Director Marybeth Smith. 
“Without the Club, many of these children often fall prey 
to gang relationships, crime, and teen pregnancy, which only 
continues a cycle of poverty. But with help from a caring 
staff in a place where they feel comfortable and safe, they get 
the opportunity to succeed as well as any cross-section of 
children and develop qualities needed to become responsible 
citizens and leaders in our community,” she adds.

One need only drop into the Club for a visit at meal 
time — for many children, their meal at the Club is their 
only true meal of the day — to grasp the importance of this 
other “home” in each of their young lives.

There’s a reason they call it “The Positive Place  
for Kids.”

www.boysandgirlsclubsbinghamton.org

Opening the door to summer fun  
for inner-city children 

Binghamton Police Athletic League Children’s Day Camp

F or many local inner-city children ages 7 to 13 whose  
 summers might find them on the couch instead of 

enjoying swimming, fishing, hiking, baseball, and other 
outdoor pleasures-of-youth, the Binghamton Police 
Athletic League Children’s Day Camp has been a haven-
in-the-countryside for the last 55 years.

Located on 99 acres on Stratmill Road in Kirkwood, 
the PAL Camp has always been the July and August “go-to” 
place for youngsters who might otherwise have spent their 
break from school “vegging” in front of the television or the 
computer. Attendance at PAL Camp is open to anyone.  
It is free, thanks to the contributions from local organiza-
tions and individuals that pay for the counselors, the buses, 
the lunches, and facility upkeep. 

In addition to being fun, day camping is a chance 
to learn about society, too. On one recent summer day, 
the children shouted, 
“Go, Falco,” during a 
demonstration by a 
drug-sniffing dog of the 
same name, from the 
Binghamton Police Dept. 
K-9 Patrol. The well-
trained Falco showed 
his audience how, by 
sniffing, scratching, and 

barking at the right time and place, he helps his human 
handlers fight crime. (For the BPD, PAL Camp is an affair 
of the heart. The camp was founded through the efforts of 
Binghamton Police Captain E. Francis Carns. Carns helped 
found the League itself in 1948.) 

Parents of campers report that the PAL Camp activities 
are physically as well as mentally good for their children. 
What is more, interacting with both kids and adults, many 
youngsters hone their social skills there, as well. Some 
teens who have “grown up” at PAL Camp return there as 
counselors. 

The Decker Foundation takes special satisfaction from 
its long-term support for the PAL Camp and the great work 
the camp performs year-in and year-out for our community.

Call PAL at (607) 723-2766
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Dear Decker Foundation,

The Children’s Home, located in Greater Binghamton, is a not-for- 

profit organization offering four care areas to help children and their families:  

Residential, Educational, Preventive and Therapeutic Care. Our employees and foster 

families are dedicated to and trained in providing quality services to vulnerable children 

with mental health issues and emotional problems. 

The Decker Foundation has been very supportive of the Children’s Home for over 

15 years with grants for capital improvements to both the Hillcrest Campus facilities and 

many of our off-campus facilities. With improvements to our living quarters as well as 

Wilderness Adventure Program and the group homes, we greatly appreciate the Decker 

Foundation’s relationship with us.

As a part of a master plan for the Children’s Home Hillcrest Campus, the Decker 

Foundation 2006 grant for $400,000 helped us build two new residences to house eight 

children in single bedrooms. It was necessary to build new dorms to help provide a safer 

and more therapeutic living environment for our residents. Construction of these two new 

buildings was a core component of our overall plan to modernize and rehabilitate our 

facilities. Currently, these buildings are our girls’ dorms. Staff works with the girls to help 

them make good choices for their lives. Staff have commented on how much better the 

treatment plans work with the girls having their own space to do homework and sleep. 

The girls themselves echo these sentiments.

You have really made a difference in their lives! Congratulations on your  

30th Anniversary. And may you have many more.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Mebert

Vice President Community & Donor Relations

 2009 2008
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR  ................................................  $ 31,535,009  $ 33,598,446

REVENUES AND LOSSES
 Interest ...........................................................................................   267,288  333,479 
 Dividends .......................................................................................   396,771  528,939 
 Net Loss on Sale of Investments....................................................   (2,026,626)  (1,250,325)

 Total revenue and losses ..............................................   (1,362,567)  (387,907)

EXPENSES
 Charitable Grants Made ................................................................   961,535  1,207,861 
 Administrative and Miscellaneous Expenses .................................   387,164  457,103 
 Federal Excise Taxes ......................................................................   9,108  10,566

 Total expenses .............................................................   1,357,807  1,675,530

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR  ...............................................................  $ 28,814,635  $ 31,535,009

Summary of Financial Information
Years Ending December 31, 2009 and 2008

How Our Grants Helped the Community How Our Grants Were Applied

 Human 
Services 
40.98%  Capital Projects 

84.90%Education 
26%

Health 
26%

Arts & Humanities  4.16%
Equipment  3.30%

Projects/Programs  11.80%
Civic & Public Affairs  2.86%

New spaces help young women  
make better choices 

Children’s Home

Letters like this one make our 30th Anniversary  
Celebration at The Decker Foundation all the more special!

www.chowc.org
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Summary of Grants 2000-2009

2000
American Red Cross, Southern Tier Chapter ....$300,000

Broome Community College Foundation .........$500,000

Broome County Arts Council, Inc.  .....................$30,000

Broome County Arts Council, Inc.  .....................$38,000

Broome County Council of Churches, Inc.  ......$250,000

Council on Foundations .......................................$4,710

Police Athletic League of Binghamton,  

New York, Inc.  .............................................$4,730

The Art Mission, Ltd.............................................$4,600

The Foundation of the Broome-Tioga Association 

of Retarded Citizens ......................................$5,150

The Imaginarium for Health, Healing  

and the Arts, Inc.  .....................................$150,000

The Phelps Mansion Foundation......................$150,000

Tri-Cities Opera Company ................................$225,000

UHS Foundation, Inc.  ......................................$400,000

United Way of Broome County, Inc.  ...................$52,000

Fred L. Waterman Conservation  

Education Center ........................................$14,000

YWCA of Broome County ...................................$42,100

2001
American Red Cross, Southern Tier Chapter ........$5,000

Binghamton Philharmonic, Inc.  .........................$10,778

Boys & Girls Club of Western Broome, Inc.  ......$25,000

Broome County Arts Council, Inc.  .....................$38,000

Broome County YMCA .....................................$300,000

Cider Mill Playhouse, Inc.  .................................$17,724

Council on Foundations .......................................$4,710

Girl Scouts – Indian Hills Council, Inc.  .............$10,000

Lourdes Hospital Foundation ........................$1,000,000

Roberson Memorial, Inc.  .................................$269,756

The Foundation of the State University  

of New York at Binghamton ...................$1,000,000

United Way of Broome County, Inc.  ...................$55,000

Whitney Point Pre-School & Daycare, Inc.  ........$50,000

2002
American Red Cross, Southern Tier Chapter ........$5,000

Baden Powell Council, Boy Scouts of America.....$6,000

Broome County Arts Council, Inc.  .....................$43,000

Council on Foundations .......................................$4,618

Deposit Community Center ................................$59,150

Fairview Recovery Services, Inc.  .........................$5,000

Jewish Community Center of Binghamton .......$162,000

Police Athletic League of Binghamton,  

New York, Inc.  ...........................................$20,100

Samaritan Counseling Center of  

Southern Tier, Inc.  .......................................$9,600

Southern Tier Institute for Arts in Education .......$45,275

The Art Mission, Ltd. ...........................................$4,133

The Children’s Home of Wyoming Conference ...$50,000

The Handicapped Children’s Association of  

Southern New York, Inc. .............................$40,200

The Imaginarium for Health,  

Healing and the Arts, Inc.  ........................$125,000

Tri-Cities Opera Company, Inc.  .........................$10,000

United Way of Broome County, Inc.  ...................$57,000

WSKG Public Broadcasting ..............................$150,000

2003
Broome Community College Foundation .........$610,000

Broome County Arts Council, Inc.  .....................$38,000

Community Foundation for South Central  

New York – All Wars Memorial Fund ...........$10,000

Council on Foundations .......................................$4,320

Family Enrichment Network, Inc.  .....................$150,000

First Presbyterian Church...................................$10,000

Mom’s House of Endicott, New York, Inc.  ..........$65,000

Nanticoke Valley Historical Society ......................$5,000

Planned Parenthood of South Central  

New York, Inc. ............................................$12,730

Southern Tier Independence Center .................$100,000

The Discovery Center of the  

Southern Tier, Inc. ......................................$50,000

UHS Foundation, Inc.  ......................................$225,000

United Way of Broome County, Inc.  ...................$59,000

Fred L. Waterman Conservation  

Education Center ..........................................$4,590

2004
Boys & Girls Club of Western Broome, Inc.  ......$25,000

Broome Community College  

Foundation, Inc.  ......................................$225,000

Broome County Arts Council, Inc. ......................$42,000

Broome County Historical Society........................$7,250

Council on Foundations .......................................$4,320

Girl Scouts – Indian Hills Council, Inc. ..............$12,500

Lourdes Hospital Foundation, Inc. ...................$250,000

Roberson Memorial, Inc. ..................................$441,500

UHS Foundation, Inc.  ......................................$250,000

United Way of Broome County, Inc.  ...................$61,000

Volunteers of America of  

Western New York, Inc.  ..............................$27,000

YWCA of Binghamton and Broome County ......$200,000

2005
Binghamton Boys & Girls Club Foundation .....$500,000

Broome County Arts Council, Inc.  .....................$40,000

Cider Mill Playhouse, Inc.  ...................................$3,465

Council on Foundations .......................................$4,320

Fairview Recovery Services, Inc.  .......................$15,000

Foundation for Vision Rehabilitation  

and Employment .......................................$400,000

Police Athletic League of Binghamton, NY .........$37,835

Roberson Memorial, Inc.  ...................................$35,000

The Foundation of the State University of  

New York at Binghamton, Inc.  

Decker School of Nursing .........................$500,000

The Junior League of Binghamton......................$43,167

United Way of Broome County, Inc.  ...................$63,000

2006
Broome Community College Foundation, Inc. ...$50,000

Broome County Arts Council, Inc.  .....................$40,000

Catholic Charities of Broome County ...............$250,000

Children’s Home of Wyoming Conference ........$500,000

Community Free Clinic ...........................................$800

Council on Foundations .......................................$3,550

Deposit’s Closet ...................................................$6,500

Family Enrichment Network, Inc.  .......................$23,400

Girl Scouts – Indian Hills Council, Inc.  ...............$7,000

Sheltered Workshop for the Disabled, Inc.  ........$19,200

Tri-Cities Opera Company, Inc.  ......................$8,688.90

UHS Foundation, Inc.  ......................................$120,000

United Way of Broome County, Inc.  ...................$65,000

2007
American Heart Association .................................$5,000

American Red Cross, Southern Tier Chapter ........$6,500

Binghamton Philharmonic, Inc.  ...........................$2,008

Broome County Arts Council, Inc.  .....................$40,000

Broome County Council of Churches, Inc.  ........$33,000

Cider Mill Playhouse, Inc.  ...................................$4,999

Cornell Cooperative Extension –  

Broome County ........................................$250,000

Council on Foundations .......................................$3,540

Handicapped Children’s Association of  

Southern New York, Inc.  ............................$34,000

Planned Parenthood of South Central  

New York, Inc.  .........................................$118,000

The Discovery Center of the  

Southern Tier, Inc.  .....................................$12,775

Tri-Cities Opera Company, Inc.  .........................$60,000

UHS Foundation, Inc.  ......................................$150,000

United Way of Broome County, Inc.  ...................$66,000

YWCA of Binghamton and Broome County ......$150,000

2008
Baden-Powell Council, Boy Scouts of America ..$15,000

Broome County Arts Council, Inc.  .....................$40,000

Council on Foundations .......................................$3,540

Family Enrichment Network, Inc.  .........................$8,950

The Foundation of the State University of  

New York at Binghamton, Inc.  ...............$1,500,000

Good Shepherd Fairview Home, Inc.  ...............$289,000

Southern Tier Independence Center, Inc.  .........$100,000

The Phelps Mansion Museum..............................$3,500

United Way of Broome County, Inc.  ...................$69,000

WSKG Public Telecommunications Council .......$19,949

2009
American Civic Association................................$10,078

Broome Community College Foundation, Inc. ...$50,000

Broome County Arts Council, Inc.  .....................$40,000

Children’s Home of Wyoming Conference ........$136,270

Council on Foundations .......................................$3,540

Lourdes Hospital Foundation, Inc.  ..................$250,000

Mom’s House of Endicott, New York, Inc.  ............$3,050

Police Athletic League of Binghamton,  

New York, Inc. ..............................................$4,400

Southern Tier Zoological Society .........................$4,000

United Way of Broome County, Inc.  ...................$70,000

1. Binghamton University Foundation ............................$ 6,953,500

2. UHS Foundation, Inc.  ............................................$ 3,330,000

3. Broome Community College Foundation ......................$ 3,233,615

4. Roberson Memorial Inc.  ........................................$ 3,161,699

5. Lourdes Hospital Foundation ...................................$ 1,582,000

6. United Way of Broome County ..................................$ 1,068,500

7. Broome County Library Foundation ............................$ 1,041,614

8. Broome County Arts Council .....................................$   814,528

9. The Children’s Home ..............................................$   761,424

10. Phelps Mansion Foundation & Museum .......................$   503,500

Top 10 Grantees
Cumulative Grant Activity 1979–2009
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Dr. G. Clifford Decker was a private man. Even his 
friends and associates knew little about his life,  

or, by the time of his death on June 14, 1988, that he 
had amassed a personal fortune he would leave to his 
community.

In 1979, Dr. Decker established the Dr. G. Clifford 
& Florence B. Decker Foundation. Today, the Decker 
Foundation stands 
as one of Broome 
County’s largest 
philanthropic 
organizations.

Dr. Decker had 
three passions in his 
life. First among them 
was his wife, Florence, 
whom he met on a 
Pacific cruise during 
one of his many 
travels abroad. The 
second was dentistry, 
a profession that he 
practiced with  
great skill and care. The third was investments, an avocation 
he pursued with the vigor of a Wall Street baron. 

Dr. Decker’s love for his community, which is reflected 
in his extraordinary bequest, was deeply rooted. A leaf in 
the Decker family Bible traces his ancestry back to one 
of Broome County’s first settlers—the family of Gideon 
and Polly Lounsberry. The Lounsberrys, who were in the 
lumbering business, settled in 1826 on property that is now 
Chenango Valley State Park.

Dr. Decker was born in Binghamton in 1899, the son 
of Dr. Charles S. and Edith Ferris Decker. He attended 

Binghamton schools, graduating from Binghamton Central 
High School in 1917. He went on to Harvard University, 
where he studied dentistry, and where he joined the Student 
Army Training Corps, qualifying him as a World War I 
veteran. 

Upon his graduation from Harvard in 1921, he returned 
to Binghamton to join his father’s dental practice. In 1933, 

he established his 
own practice on 
Washington Street. 
He was regarded 
by his peers as a 
perfectionist and 
became widely 
known for the 
quality of his work. 

Through 
correspondence 
courses at Harvard, 
Dr. Decker 
continued his 
studies — first in  
law, and later in 

investments. His daily companions were the stock pages of 
The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal, which he 
read faithfully and thoroughly. 

Dr. Decker’s shrewd market investments are the basis of 
his legacy. At the time of his death, his holdings were placed 
in dozens of stocks, meticulously and painstakingly selected 
from among the thousands of investment opportunities he 
had carefully reviewed. 

During World War II, Dr. Decker joined the Navy 
and served as an officer. Upon the war’s end, he returned to 
Binghamton and his dental practice.

Three Passions Lead to a Fourth

A Brief Biography

His marriage to Florence, a native of Washington, D.C., 
occurred in mid-life, and the two became quiet, steady, and 
loving companions on travels that took them around the 
world several times. During their travels, Dr. Decker and his 
wife acquired a large Oriental art collection, several pieces 
of which were donated by the Foundation to the Roberson 
Museum and Science Center.

The Deckers lived simple, quiet lives in an apartment  
on the city’s West Side. After his retirement from the 
practice of dentistry in 1966, they lived at the River House 
on Front Street. Mrs. Decker died in 1983. The couple had 
no children. 

Throughout his life, Dr. Decker gave generously to  
local charities, but never spectacularly. After forming  
the Dr. G. Clifford & Florence B. Decker Foundation,  

he directed modest contributions annually to the 
community’s health, social and religious organizations,  
and agencies.

Upon his death, Dr. Decker left the bulk of his estate 
to the Dr. G. Clifford & Florence B. Decker Foundation. 
He directed that the Foundation’s assets be used for the 
betterment of the community, and that funds be allocated 
for the enrichment of medicine and medical research, 
education, arts and culture, and human services.

With the hindsight of three decades, we can now  
more fully understand and appreciate that Dr. Decker’s  
three passions ultimately led to a fourth: a deep concern  
for, and an abiding love of, the community where he and  
Mrs. Decker made their home.

6
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Home of the Dr. G. Clifford & Florence B. Decker Foundation,  
8 Riverside Drive, Binghamton, New York
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Saluting the People at Decker

Guiding the Decker Foundation into its fourth decade 
of operation are the very capable, very devoted people on its 
Board of Trustees.

Among these individuals, you will find long-time 
residents of the Greater Binghamton community, with 
broad experience in both the for-profit and not-for-profit 
categories. They are in a unique position from which to 
observe the community’s institutions, see the community’s 

Trustees
Ferris G. Akel

James A. Carrigg
Mary Lou Faust

John T. Fitzsimmons
Suzanne F. Hester

Douglas R. Johnson
James E. Leonard

Officers
Chairman: Ferris G. Akel

Vice-Chairman: John T. Fitzsimmons
Treasurer: Douglas R. Johnson

Secretary: Mary Lou Faust
Executive Director: Gerald E. Putman

Staff
Executive Director: Gerald E. Putman

Administrative Assistant: Patricia A. Griffin

Above: (Standing l. to r.) Ferris Akel, Mary Lou Faust, John Fitzsimmons, Suzanne Hester 
(Seated l. to r.) Gerald Putman, Douglas Johnson, James Carrigg, James Leonard

Right: Pat Griffin, Gerald Putman

needs, and interpret how best the resources of the Decker 
Foundation may be applied to meet those needs. Theirs is 
an enormous responsibility. But their work is also keenly 
rewarding when they see how often, and in how many 
different ways, the community derives benefit from the 
Foundation.

On the occasion of its 30th Anniversary, I would  
like to recognize the contributions and dedication of the 
people who have helped to uphold the legacy of Dr. and 
Mrs. Decker.

Gerald E. Putman
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